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THE ORIENTAL MENTALITIES OF THE WALLACHIAN BOYARS
DURING THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY'
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Abstract: The remarks of the foreign travelers and the chronicles about
the huge assets of the great boyars often spoke of the luxury and wealth of their
noble palaces, the expensive furniture and silverware, the clothes, the high
priced tools, some exceeding the value of the estates. Finally, the access to
culture was widened — the printed and handwritten texts were growing, many
churches were founded — proving, beyond the existence of increased material
availabilities, the act of will encapsulated by their mentality. The mentality
represents the joint impression and the way of thinking of a certain nation, or
social collectivity. Any society has a specific mentality that it has been inherited
and it is popularized further, being changed, or not, by the contemporary
influences. The bribe and the baksheesh are only a few oriental habits which we
embraced during the seventeenth century. The transformation of the morals
and manners was achieved while the Ottoman domination amplified. The
Wallachian boyars chose the oriental habits, clothes, furniture, food, the way
they spent their spare time and all the aspects related to their daily life. The
moral environment of the Orient (the Ottoman Empire), defined by
indifference, idleness and corruption influenced the moral horizon of the
Wallachian boyars. Beside the family origin, blood relations, personal qualities,
occupied dignities, raised foundations, the mentality had also an important role
in determining the position and prestige of a great boyar within the society.

Rezumat: Remarcile calatorilor strdini si a cronicarilor asupra avutiilor
imense ale marilor boierilor deseori relateaza despre luxul si bogatia palatelor lor
nobiliare, despre mobila i argintiria scumpre, despre hainele si uneltele
scumpe, multe dintre ele depisin valoarea domeniilor pe care se aflau. In final,
accesul la cultura a fost largit — textele tipdrite sau copiate manual erau in
expansiune, iar multe biserici au fost ctitorite — asigurand, pe langa existenta
mijloacelor materiale, incapsularea actului de vointd din mentalitatea epocii.
Mentalitatea reprezinta impresia comuna si modul de gandire al unei anume
natiuni sau colectiv social. Fiecare societate are o mentalitate specificd pe care a
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mostenit-o si a raspandit-o mai departe, schimbata sau nu de catre influentele
contemporane. Mita si bacsisul sunt doar cateva obiceiuri orientale pe care le-
am adoptat in secolul al XVII-lea. Transformarea moralei si a manierelor s-a
produs in timpul amplificirii dominatiei otomane. Boierii din Tara Romaneasca
au ales obiceturile, hainele, mobila, mancarea st modul de petrecere a timpului
oriental. Mediul moral al Orientului (Imperiulut Otoman), definit prin
indiferentd, inactivitate si coruptie a influentat orizontul moral al boierilor
valahi. In afard de originea de familie, legiturile de sange, calitatile personale,
demnitatile ocupate, si mentalitatile au avut un rol important in determinrea
pozitiei si prestigiului marelui boier in societate.
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