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BRITISH REACTIONS TO THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
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Abstract: The American Revolution was the first great modern 
revolution and its consequences have been felt right up to the present day. The 
American Revolution has produced the oldest surviving written constitution in 
the world. It created the largest republic and the most liberal political system in 
the modern world and it helped to establish the strongest and most dynamic 
nation state on earth. Because of its subsequent importance as the founding 
event of the most powerful and influential nation on earth the American 
Revolution has attracted a great deal of scholarly attention. Not surprisingly, 
most of this attention has focused on the political events and the ideological 
debates within the American colonies themselves as the patriotic colonists 
resisted British imperial control and ultimately fought for their independence 
from the mother country. By focusing so much on what happened in the 
colonies, it has been easy for historians to portray the colonists as arguing and 
then fighting to preserve their liberties against an authoritarian imperial 
government in Britain. This view was propagated by the American rebels at the 
time and, since they were victorious and the new state they created has gone 
from strength to strength, this view prevails with most American opinion to 
this day. One still hears Americans today claiming that their country was 
founded by a struggle of liberty against tyranny.  
 

Rezumat: Revoluţia americană a fost prima mare revoluţie modernă iar 
consecinţele sale s-au făcut simţite până în zilele noastre. Revoluţia americană a 
produs de asemenea cea mai veche constituţie scrisă din lume. Aceasta a creat 
cea mai mare republică şi cel mai liberal sistem politic din lumea modernă şi a 
ajutat la desăvârşirea celui mai puternic şi dinamic stat naţiune din lume. 
Datorită importanţei sale ulterioare ca eveniment fondator nici nu este de 
mirare că Revoluţia Americană s-a bucurat din plin de atenţia oamenilor de 
ştiinţă. Mare parte a acestei atenţii s-a concentrat pe evenimentele politice şi 
dezbaterile ideologice din coloniile americane din timpul rezistenţei patriotice 
împotriva controlului imperial englez. Prin concentrarea atât de mult asupra a 
ceea ce s-a petrecut în colonii, a fost uşor pentru istorici a-i înfăţişa pe colonişti 
ca luptători împotriva controlului autoritar al guvernului britanic. Această 
vedere a fost răspândită de rebelii americani ai acelor timpuri iar deoarece 
rebeliunea lor a avut succes şi statul lor a devenit din ce în ce mai puternic, 
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punctul de vedere amintit a devenit prevalent printre americanii zilelor noastre. 
Mulţi americani mai pot fi încă auziţi spunând că ţara lor a fost fondată printr-o 
luptă a libertăţii împotriva tiraniei. 
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