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Abstract: This paper aims to review the core ideological beliefs of the
Croatian Revolutionary Organization - Ustasa (Hrmwatska Revolucionarna
Organizacija - Ustasa), the repressive measures and murderous policies they
engendered, as well as to contextualize these developments and highlight the
determinant factors involved. The analysis will first touch upon the roots of
Ustasa ideology, where it originated and who were the precursors of twentieth
century promoters of Croatian nationalism. It will then explore the conditions
under which Ustasa came into being and proceed to a thorough examination of
its ideological program. The Ustasa regime's accession to power and the
establishment of the Independent State of Croatia (Nezavisna Drzava Hrvatska)
on 10 April 1941, marked a new chapter both in the history of the movement
and of the country, one in which ideology was embodied in legislation and
induced violent and uncompromising military action. The exterminationist
approach employed by Ustasa throughout fascist Croatia between 1941 and
1945 will be assessed in the second and final part of the paper.

Rezumat: Scopul acestui articol este de a trece in revista ideologia
Organizatiei Revolutionare Croate — Ustaga, masurile represive si politicile
criminale folosite de aceasta, dar si de a contextualiza aceste evolutii si a2 marca
factorii implicati in acestea. Analiza se va apleca asupra ideologiei Ustaga, asupra
originilor si precusoarelor sale in cadrul nationalismului croat. Venirea la putere
a regimului Ustaga si crearea Statului Independent Croatia la 10 aprilie 1941 a
marcat un nou capitol atat in istoria miscarii cat §i a tdrii, un capitol in care
ideologia s-a intrupat in legislatie fiind induse actiuni militare violente.
Abordarea exterminationista a Ustasa in cadrul Croatiei fasciste intre 1941 si
1945 va fi discutata in a doua parte a lucrarii.

Keywords: Croatia, Genocide, nationalism, the Ustasa Movement, the
Serb question, the Jewish question.

" Head of Section for History, Romanian Navy Museum, Associate Lecturer “Ovidius”
University of Constanta, e-mail: florinstan2011@yahoo.ro

** Strassler Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Clark University, Worcester, USA,
e-mail: mihai.poliec@gmail.com

ISSN -1841-138X © 2011 Ovidius University Press



